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and has made a significant progress. It is against such background that
the US and Japan among others are advancing their respective “Indo-
Pacific” strategies and the Southeast Asian countries are pursuing a
“balanced diplomacy” with major countries, that India has deepened
its cooperation with the Southeast Asian countries, with an intention
to hedge against the influence wrought by the advance of the Belt and
Road initiative in South Asia and the Indian Ocean region. India’s
cooperation with the Southeast Asian countries has a greater potential
impact on the region, as India may become another major strategic
force in Southeast Asia. As a result, the regional order in Southeast
Asia is likely to face serious challenges with the advance of the “Indo-
Pacific” strategies pursued by relevant countries. Therefore, China
should actively expand its cooperation with India in Southeast Asia,
and broaden their shared interests.

84 The US Pressure over the Rohingya Crisis and the Deep-seated
Dilemma of the US-Myanmar Relationship, by Dr. Du Lan, Assistant
Research Fellow of Department for American Studies, CIIS. After the
NLD led by Ang San Suu Kyi came to power in Myanmar in March
of 2016, the US and Myanmar did not get closer to each other in their
relations as expected by the world, but have been caught instead in a
continuing discord over the Rohingya crisis taking place in Rakhine
State of Myanmar. There are multiple reasons for the US-Myanmar
relationship to warm up before cooling off, which superficially
involve not only the slowing down of reforms and outbreak of human
right crisis in Myanmar, but also policy adjustment by the Trump
administration toward Asia. However, the deep-seated reason lies in
the fact that Ang San Suu Kyi and the NLD government refuse to lean
to the US and become its proxy, but pursue a practical and neutral
diplomatic line, while developing a balanced relationship with ASEAN
and major countries in the neighborhood, and strengthening its reliance
on China for economic development and domestic peace process,
which has so much annoyed the US that it chastises Ang San Suu Kyi
by capitalizing on the Rohingya crisis. Under the persisting impact
of these factors, the US-Myanmar relationship has cooled off from a
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heated one during the Obama administration, which may even witness
a cold spell.

99 The Deteriorating of US-Turkey Relations under the Trump
Administration and an Analysis of its Prospect, by Gong Xiaofei,
Doctoral Student of International Politics, Nanjing University and
Research Fellow of the Center for Asia-Pacific Development Studies,
Nanjing University. Since President Trump came into power, tensions
between the US and Turkey have been stepped up, with diplomatic
conflicts continuously going on, economic frictions constantly
upgraded and security relations seriously worsening between them.
From a short-term point of view, Trump’s adjustment of the US strategy
toward the Middle East based on his “America First” ideology, his
coping with the relations with the Middle East countries on the basis
of realism and the importance he has attached to the roles of Israel and
the Gulf states have marginalized Turkey in American alliance system
in the Middle East, thus constituting the direct cause for the drastically
deteriorating of US-Turkey relations. From a long-term perspective,
under the leadership of Erdogan and the AKP, Turkey is trying to de-
Westernize its national identity, pursue an independent foreign policy
and get closer to Russia, which constitute the deep-root causes for the
US and Turkey to drift apart. The respective adjustment of domestic
and foreign policies by the US and Turkey have further intensified
their disagreements or contradictions on such Middle East geopolitical
issues as the Kurdish issue, the Israel-Palestine conflict and the Iranian
nuclear issue, thus speeding up the deterioration of their bilateral
relations. However, it is not likely that the US and Turkey will break
up completely as they still have a broad basis for cooperation, though
it is difficult for them to improve their soured relations in a short run as
determined by their respective domestic politics. As a result, Turkey is
likely to go on seeking a balance between the US and Russia.

117 The Evolution of Geopolitical Landscape in the Middle East
and Its Impacts on China’s Energy Security, by Dr. Mao Jikang,
Research Fellow from the Institute of Energy Studies, China State
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