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are not isolated events, but closely associated with the historical
tendencies of unilateralism and exceptionalism insisted upon by
the US, reflecting changes from the previous US administrations
characterized by lashing out at the liberal international order, opposing
excessive strategic expansion by the US, rejecting multilateral trade
agreements, and ridding off international governance responsibilities.
The fundamental reason for the Trump administration to withdraw
from so many multilateral treaties and organizations lies deeply
in the fact that the US has made a major change to its cognition of
the existing international systems, so as to meet the demand of its
domestic election politics and the changing popular wishes, which also
conforms to Trump’s diplomatic concepts and administrative style.
These withdrawals have made many Americans worry that they will
undermine America’s national interests and international image as well
as affect the liberal international order. The international community
is generally critical of these American moves, believing they will not
only play havoc to the stability of the existing international order, but
also undermine the legitimacy of the international organizations and
the efficiency of global governance. China should take an objective,
rational and scientific perspective in observing the withdrawals by the
Trump administration, and get ready to face the consequences.

The Status Quo and Development Trend of the Russia-NATO
Relationship from the Perspective of European Security Pattern,
by Dr. Zhang Jian, Lecturer of the Department of Diplomacy and
Foreign Affairs Management, China Foreign Affairs University. The
European geo-security pattern has undergone a profound change
due to the game-playing between Russia and NATO, making the
relatively stable geo-security pattern established in the wake of the
Cold War collapsing. With the NATO summit getting tougher on
Russia, Russia has increased its military exercises, thus giving rise to
the debate on the new Cold War in the international community. The
outbreak of the Ukraine crisis has, to some extent, mitigated NATO’s
survival crisis. In the wake of the Crimea incident, NATO’s relations
with Russia have roughly undergone three phases, namely conflict
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escalation, some relaxation and full scale contest again. Serious mutual
strategic suspicion between Russia and NATO has paved the way
to their mentality of confrontation. Since the end of the Cold War,
Russia’s pursuit for major power status has intensified its mindset to
transform the international order, coupled with the “return of geo-
thinking” in international politics in recent years, which has affected
the development of the Russia-NATO relationship and intensified the
tensions between them.

The Evolution of the US-Philippine Alliance Since Duterte Came
to Power, by Dr. Song Qingrun, Associate Research Fellow of Institute
of American Studies, CICIR. After the Duterte government began
its administration in June of 2016, the US-Philippine alliance turned
sour at the end of the Obama administration. With President Trump
coming to office in January of 2017, the US-Philippine relationship
is somewhat improving, but problems still remain in their bilateral
relations. Particularly, when the visiting Philippine Defense Minister
Lorenzana proposed to review the Philippine-U.S. Mutual Defense
Treaty (MDT), it caused a great disturbance in the US. The ups and
downs in the US-Philippine alliance have resulted from complicated
factors including the personal relations between the leaders of the two
countries, their different focuses of national interests, and changes in
their respective foreign policies. Presently, the proposal made by the
Philippines to review the Philippine-U.S. Mutual Defense Treaty has
not produced any results yet. Although the future development of the
US-Philippine alliance is full of uncertainties, such an alliance will be
maintained and developed on the whole.

India’s Eastward Advance to Southeast Asia: New Development,
Motivation and Impacts, by Dr. Luo Yongkun, Associate Research
Fellow of CICIR. At the end of the Cold War, India put forward its
“Look East” policy, thus opening the prelude of its eastward advance to
Southeast Asia. In 2014, India further proposed the “Eastward Action”
policy to deepen its political, economic and security cooperation with
the Southeast Asian countries through its Indo-Pacific strategic vision,
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