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escalation, some relaxation and full scale contest again. Serious mutual
strategic suspicion between Russia and NATO has paved the way
to their mentality of confrontation. Since the end of the Cold War,
Russia’s pursuit for major power status has intensified its mindset to
transform the international order, coupled with the “return of geo-
thinking” in international politics in recent years, which has affected
the development of the Russia-NATO relationship and intensified the
tensions between them.

The Evolution of the US-Philippine Alliance Since Duterte Came
to Power, by Dr. Song Qingrun, Associate Research Fellow of Institute
of American Studies, CICIR. After the Duterte government began
its administration in June of 2016, the US-Philippine alliance turned
sour at the end of the Obama administration. With President Trump
coming to office in January of 2017, the US-Philippine relationship
is somewhat improving, but problems still remain in their bilateral
relations. Particularly, when the visiting Philippine Defense Minister
Lorenzana proposed to review the Philippine-U.S. Mutual Defense
Treaty (MDT), it caused a great disturbance in the US. The ups and
downs in the US-Philippine alliance have resulted from complicated
factors including the personal relations between the leaders of the two
countries, their different focuses of national interests, and changes in
their respective foreign policies. Presently, the proposal made by the
Philippines to review the Philippine-U.S. Mutual Defense Treaty has
not produced any results yet. Although the future development of the
US-Philippine alliance is full of uncertainties, such an alliance will be
maintained and developed on the whole.

India’s Eastward Advance to Southeast Asia: New Development,
Motivation and Impacts, by Dr. Luo Yongkun, Associate Research
Fellow of CICIR. At the end of the Cold War, India put forward its
“Look East” policy, thus opening the prelude of its eastward advance to
Southeast Asia. In 2014, India further proposed the “Eastward Action”
policy to deepen its political, economic and security cooperation with
the Southeast Asian countries through its Indo-Pacific strategic vision,
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and has made a significant progress. It is against such background that
the US and Japan among others are advancing their respective “Indo-
Pacific” strategies and the Southeast Asian countries are pursuing a
“balanced diplomacy” with major countries, that India has deepened
its cooperation with the Southeast Asian countries, with an intention
to hedge against the influence wrought by the advance of the Belt and
Road initiative in South Asia and the Indian Ocean region. India’s
cooperation with the Southeast Asian countries has a greater potential
impact on the region, as India may become another major strategic
force in Southeast Asia. As a result, the regional order in Southeast
Asia is likely to face serious challenges with the advance of the “Indo-
Pacific” strategies pursued by relevant countries. Therefore, China
should actively expand its cooperation with India in Southeast Asia,
and broaden their shared interests.

The US Pressure over the Rohingya Crisis and the Deep-seated
Dilemma of the US-Myanmar Relationship, by Dr. Du Lan, Assistant
Research Fellow of Department for American Studies, CIIS. After the
NLD led by Ang San Suu Kyi came to power in Myanmar in March
of 2016, the US and Myanmar did not get closer to each other in their
relations as expected by the world, but have been caught instead in a
continuing discord over the Rohingya crisis taking place in Rakhine
State of Myanmar. There are multiple reasons for the US-Myanmar
relationship to warm up before cooling off, which superficially
involve not only the slowing down of reforms and outbreak of human
right crisis in Myanmar, but also policy adjustment by the Trump
administration toward Asia. However, the deep-seated reason lies in
the fact that Ang San Suu Kyi and the NLD government refuse to lean
to the US and become its proxy, but pursue a practical and neutral
diplomatic line, while developing a balanced relationship with ASEAN
and major countries in the neighborhood, and strengthening its reliance
on China for economic development and domestic peace process,
which has so much annoyed the US that it chastises Ang San Suu Kyi
by capitalizing on the Rohingya crisis. Under the persisting impact
of these factors, the US-Myanmar relationship has cooled off from a
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