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In-Depth Adjustment of the US> China Policy, by Tao Wenzhao,
Honorary CASS Member; Research Fellow of the Institute of American
Studies, CASS; and Guest Researcher of CPDS. The US’ China policy is
undergoing the most profound adjustment over the past 40 years since the
two countries normalized their relations. This policy adjustment began
when the Obama administration proposed the Asia-Pacific “rebalancing”
strategy. The major reasons for the policy adjustment include: the change
in comparative power between the two countries, disappointment of the
US with China, and the systematic misunderstanding and misinterpretation
by the US of China’s strategic intentions. The policy adjustment toward
China by the Trump administration, which is different from those of his
predecessors, is of fundamental significance. The political atmosphere
for the US’ China policy has turned severe, with being tough on China
becoming the new indication of “politically correct”. All-round, multi-
domain and regular competition and game will become a new normal of
the China-US relationship, and the US is also forging an international
pressure on China. Faced with the US policy adjustment toward China,
China should take it seriously, while remaining cool-headed and calm.
To manage well the relationship between safeguarding legal rights and
maintaining stability, efforts should be made to mitigate, lessen and
weaken the differences and disputes between the two countries through
dialog and consultation; distinguish the merits and demerits of different
problems, and take different approach to deal with them; and continue to
advance the diplomatic relations featuring win-win cooperation to crack
the international pressure.

Looking at the Status Quo and Prospect of the Situation on the Korean
Peninsula from the Perspective of the Pyeongchang Winter Olympic
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Games, by Dr. Li Jun, Director and Research Fellow of the Korean
Peninsula Research Section, CICIR. Since the fourth nuclear test by North
Korea in January of 2016, the tense situation on the Korean Peninsula
has been escalating, with the possibility of a war looming large. Since
the beginning of 2018, parties concerned, taking the opportunity of the
Pyeongchang Winter Olympic Games, have engaged in benign interactions,
bringing about warm airs and a period of peace on the Korean Peninsula
seldom seen before. In the medium and long term, it is not likely that the
situation on the Korean Peninsula will deteriorate to military conflicts or a
war. Nevertheless, given the fact that the fundamental contradiction in the
Korean Peninsula issue remains unsolved, the possibility still exists that
the situation on the peninsula may get tense again or even lead to a war,
which cannot be ignored. To extend the momentum of current peace and
promote further relaxation of the situation on the peninsula, countries in
the Asia-Pacific region need to make joint efforts, and especially the key
parties of the nuclear issue ---- North Korea and the US ---- should make
some changes.

China-Russia Relationship: Full of Strong Dynamics, by Zhao
Mingwen, Senior Research Fellow from China Institute of International
Studies, and former political counselor to foreign countries. Under the
joint efforts made by the heads of state of China and Russia, the level of
political mutual trust and strategic coordination between the two countries
have kept escalating and fruitful achievements have been made in the fields
of military, trade and economy, science and technology, finance, energy,
and culture and humanity. Although there are some unsatisfactory issues
existing in the China-Russia relationship and the new US administration
tried to “rope Russia in to restrain China” before and after taking office, all
of these will not affect the momentum of rapid development of the China-
Russia comprehensive strategic partnership of coordination. It is a long-
term strategic choice made by the two countries to develop the relationship
of mutual beneficial cooperation, which will not be affected by external
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factors, as a wide range consensus has been reached in Russia to develop
relations with China. The potentials for mutual beneficial cooperation
between China and Russia are huge and its prospect is broad.

On the Nature of the Russia-US Relationship and the Development
Trend of Such Relationship after Putin Was Reelected, by Wang
Lijiu, Research Fellow from the Institute of Russian and Central Asian
Studies, CICIR; and Research Fellow from the Institute of Eurasia Social
Studies under the Development Research Center of the State Council. The
relationship between Russia and the US is very complicated, which has in
fact not changed substantially along with the disintegration of the Soviet
Union and the establishment of a new-typed relationship between the two
countries, as containing and counter-containing as well as maintaining
basic strategic balance have remained the major content of such
relationship, resulting in the Russia-US relationship undergoing ups and
downs, with going down as the major trend, over the past 20 years since
Putin came into power. In March of 2018, Putin ran for the presidency
for the fourth time and got reelected by a high vote. This presidential
election to some extent, has become a test by the Russian people of the
internal and external policies pursued by Putin in recent years. Putin’s
reelection by a high vote has not only reflected that the Russian people
support the resolute counterattacks by Putin against the sanctions and other
tough policies imposed by the West including the US on Russia, but also
indicated that it is very difficult for the Russia-US relationship to take a
turn for the better in the future during Putin’s new term in office, letting

alone getting out the spell that “there is no worst, but only worse”.

Russia’s Diplomatic Trend during Putin’s Fourth Term as President,
by Zhang Jian, Ph.D. and Lecturer from Department of Diplomacy and
Foreign Affairs Management, China Foreign Affairs University. As a major
power of Eurasia, Russia’s diplomacy has attracted much attention of the
world. At the important historic juncture, this paper is intended to review
and sort out Russia’s diplomacy during Putin’s third term as president
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from CIS, Western, Eastern, bilateral and multilateral perspectives. While
analyzing Russia’s diplomatic orientation, this paper will sum up problems
and challenges facing Russia in diplomacy, namely Russia’s anxiety over
the waning of its major power status and the resurgence of geopolitics.
The reelection of Putin as president in 2018 has resulted not only from his
charisma, but also from factors relating to Russia’s internal and external
situation. During Putin’s fourth term as president, Russia’s politics and
society will remain relatively stable, while Russia will be more concerned
with safeguarding its major power status and rising up to security
challenges in the face of worsening external situation. Meanwhile, Russia

will seek economic development in an all-round way.

The Prospect Assessment after the “IS” Is Badly Beaten, by Gong
Xiaofei, Doctorate Student of International Politics, Nanjing University,
and Research Fellow from the Center for Asia-Pacific Development
Studies, Nanjing University. In the past two years, under the severe strikes
launched by the counter-terror forces led respectively by the US and
Russia, the government forces of Syria and Iraq, and the Kurdish armed
forces, the terrorist organization “IS” in the Middle East has suffered great
losses in military strength, territories and revenues. In July of 2017, the “IS”
lost Mosul in Iraq it had occupied, which marked the decline of the “IS”
under heavy attacks. This terrorist organization is not yet demised, but
now undergoing changes in organizational structure, tactics and terrorist
means. The transformed “IS” will continue to diffuse extremist ideas, stage
terrorist attacks and gain financial support by using network technology
and social media. In addition, the spread of the “IS” combatants, the return
of the transnational “jihadists”, the widespread branches of the “IS” and a
host of loyal groups will continue to pose threats to the security situation
in the Middle East and the world. For this, the international community
should strengthen collaboration in driving the remnants of the “IS” out
of Syria and Iraq, assisting their post-war reconstruction, eliminating the

soil on which the “IS” lives, and establishing the anti-“IS” international
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cooperation mechanism based on coordination among major powers, so as
to crumble its global networks and do away with the threats of its re-rising.

The Development Trend of Terrorism in Central Asia and Its
Management in the “Post-IS” Era, by Liu Jiwei, Graduate Student from
the College of International Relations, National University of Defense
Technology. The IS is collapsing under the strike of the international anti-
terror coalition, with the international war on terror entering the “post-
IS” era. Affected by the returning of members of the terrorist groups in the
Middle East and the situation change in Afghanistan, the terrorist activities
rooted in the political and economic conditions in Central Asia have
manifested some new changes: the scope and targets of terrorist attacks
have become internationalized; the terrorist ideology has taken a clear
trend of indigenization and rejuvenation; and the means of terrorist attacks
are featuring more extremism and violence. These new changes of terrorist
activities in Central Asia have exerted negative impacts on the security and
stability of the region and neighboring regions, while the Central Asian
states generally increasing the momentum of fighting against terrorist
crimes, making efforts to establish sound and socialized mechanism to
prevent terrorist crimes, and actively cooperating with the international

community to seek control of the regional security situation.

The Evolution of International Humanitarian Assistance: the Origin
and Development, Connotation and Challenges, by Ren Yanyan,
Doctorate Student from the School of International Studies of Renmin
University of China; and Fang Lexian, Professor from the School of
International Studies of Renmin University of China and Guest Researcher
of CPDS. International humanitarian assistance has become an important
content of contemporary international community and international
relations. Humanitarian crises brought about by natural disasters and man-
made conflicts have led to great increase of humanitarian needs, while
the rise of conservatism and populism as well as economic downturn
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has posed threats to the prospects of the development of international
humanitarian assistance. This paper is intended, from a historical
perspective, to elaborate systematically on the origin and development
as well as features of its connotation, on the basis of key historic events,
the scope of assistance, aid behavior change and the appearance of
relevant systems, believing that the system of international humanitarian
assistance and its connotation has undergone a course of change from
a narrow sense to expansion and to contraction. The connotation of
humanitarian assistance at present stage is returning to one of narrow-
sensed assistance with the rise of populism, whose trend deserves our
attention. Therefore, a retrospect of and reflection on the evolution and
development of international humanitarian assistance is conducive to
our better understanding the challenges and dilemma facing international

humanitarian assistance at present stage.

The UN Peacekeeping Operations in Profound Transformation and
China’s Participation, by Jiang Zhenxi, Council Member of the UN
Association of China. With the development and change of international
situation, the UN peacekeeping operations are undergoing profound
change. First, the “UN peacekeeping operations” have been changed to
the “UN peace operations”, with their scope further expanded to include
such segments as “peacekeeping”, “conflict prevention” and “peace
building”. Second, a full play has been given to regional organizations in
peacekeeping operations. Third, emphasis has been laid on gender equality
by increasing female participation in peacekeeping. All of these are in line
with the general direction of UN reform. As a major power, China has
been actively participated in the UN peacekeeping operations since 1990,
taking proactive actions and undertaking responsibilities as a major power,
which has been hailed by the international community.
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China-Russia Relationship:
Full of Strong Dynamics

By Zhao Mingwen

n 2017, the China-Russia comprehensive strategic partnership of coordination

developed smoothly on high levels, with the level of political mutual trust
and strategic coordination rising continuously, and cooperation in various fields
going deep. Although there were some problems concerning the development
of strategic coordination and mutual beneficial cooperation between the two
countries, the China-Russia comprehensive strategic partnership of coordination
maintained the momentum of rapid development.

I. The Level of Political Mutual Trust and Strategic
Coordination Has Risen Continuously

The leaders of China and Russia repeatedly stressed during their bilateral
meetings that no matter how the international situation is changing, the two
countries would support each other’s efforts to safeguard their respective core
interests, including preserving sovereignty, security and territorial integrity,
which has made them trusted partners in true sense.

A. Intensive Meetings and Interactions between the Heads of State of
the Two Countries. In the past year, President Xi Jinping met President Putin
five times on formal occasions and engaged in close interactions on other
occasions, exchanging ideas and “coordinating stances” on major international
and regional affairs, and repeatedly stressing that the two countries should
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improve their strategic mutual trust, uphold the accountability as major
powers, play the role as the important ballast stone to preserve regional and
global peace and stability, and lead the profound development of the bilateral
pragmatic cooperation with coordinated strategies. In the congratulatory letters
sent respectively to the celebration of the 60th anniversary of the establishment
of the Russia-China Friendship Association, both heads of state spoke highly of
the contributions made by the Russia-China Friendship Association to improve
mutual understanding and friendship between the peoples of the two countries.
When Xi Jinping was re-elected as the General Secretary of the CPC Central
Committee, President Putin immediately made a phone call to congratulate,
saying the results of the “19th National Congress” had fully displayed the trust
and support the Chinese people had for the Communist Party of China led by
Xi Jinping, and the high prestige Xi Jinping enjoyed among the party members
of the CPC and the Chinese people. President Xi Jinping thanked President
Putin for his congratulations and stressed that no matter how the international
situation was changing, Russia would be always China’s comprehensive
strategic cooperative partner, and China’s determination to deepen the China-
Russia relationship would not change.

B. Institutionalization of Strategic Consultation between the Two
Countries. In the letters of congratulation sent respectively to the 6th meeting
under the dialog mechanism of the ruling party of China and Russia and the
5th China-Russia Political Party Forum, the heads of state of the two countries
emphasized the “dialog between the ruling parties” and the “political party
forum” were important parts of the China-Russia comprehensive strategic
partnership of coordination and platforms for institutionalized communication
between the two ruling parties, which played an important role in enhancing
self construction of the two parties, and promoting strategic mutual trust and
pragmatic bilateral cooperation between the two countries. The parliaments
of the two countries maintained close ties of consultation and communication,
with the two sides proposing at the 3rd session of the China-Russia
Parliamentary Cooperation Committee that cooperation of the legislative bodies
of the two countries should not only keep pace with the development of the
bilateral relations, but also create benign legal and policy environment for the
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two countries to engage in comprehensive cooperation in a profound way. The
two sides reached a consensus at the 13th round of China-Russia Strategy and
Security Consultation that they should be further aware of the importance of
enhancing strategic mutual trust and strategic coordination between the two
countries, and strengthening mutual support over issues relating to each other’s
core interests, as well as support and coordinate with each other under bilateral
and major multilateral frameworks to enrich the connotation of the China-
Russia comprehensive strategic partnership of coordination in an increasing
way and safeguard common strategic and security interests.

C. Free of Interference of the American Factor. The China-Russia
relationship remained free of interference and impact, whether the US President
Trump tried the tactics of “containing China with Russia” or “restraining Russia
with China”. Just as the Russian Ambassador to China Denisov said, although
Trump’s slogans and promises during the election campaign were turning to
practical policies, the relations between China and Russia would not change
because of the change of the American government, as the bilateral relationship
was the constant in political equation either for China or for Russia. Glazyev,
advisor to the Russian president, stressed that given the fact that the Russia-
China relationship was built on pragmatism and coinciding interests, it would
never be possible for the China-US relationship to get better than the China-
Russia relationship. In spite of the $ billions upon billions worth intentional
cooperation agreement signed by China and the US, elites in Russia generally
believed it would not affect the China-Russia cooperation in the fields of high
tech and energy. The Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi said more flatly, the
China-Russia relationship was currently at the best of times in history, with
their mutual trust reaching the highest level, while China remained full of
confidence in China-Russia relations, and such relations would not be affected
by external factors.

D. Russia Deepened Its Understanding of China. The people of Russia
held friendlier attitude toward China than ten years before, with the ratio of
those who saw China as a strategic and economic partner rising to 50 percent
from 34 percent, and about 30 percent of interviewees seeing China as a friend
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to Russia. When the China-US relationship was worsening, about 53 percent of
the interviewees believed Russia should remain neutral, and 33 percent of them
were ready to support China. For the question “whether Russia should respond
to China’s missile deployment in some way”, 24 percent of the interviewees
felt there was no need to worry about it. Faced with another round of “China
Threat”, many elites in Russia refuted it was just the same as the so-called
“Russia Threat” fabricated by the West, and Russia would not believe it, as it
was used by Western politicians to frighten their fellow citizens.

Il. Military and Security Cooperation Has Gone Deeper

Cooperation between the two countries in traditional and non-traditional
security areas has developed in a profound way. Last year, the armed forces
of both countries held three successive missile defense briefings on the global
and regional situation, to make it known that the militaries of the two countries
would by no means overlook the actions that would damage security interests
of China and Russia. They reiterated their positions that countries concerned
seeking for absolute security through developing global missile defense systems
at the expenses of other countries’ security would be bound to worsen the
international security environment, seriously threaten the safety of international
space activities, offset the global strategic balance and stability, and give rise
to confrontation or even arms race. Russia formally delivered the third batch
of 5 Su-35s fighters to China and the first batch of S-400 AAGMS began to
be delivered to China. The legislative bodies of China and Russia engaged
in cooperation actively in formulating universal rules governing behaviors in
cyberspace. The two countries issued joint statement resolutely condemning
terrorism in all forms, and calling the international community to reject double
standards so as to join force politically in fighting against terrorism and
address both the symptoms and root causes. The navies of both countries held,
as planned, the China-Russia Joint Sea-2017 military exercise in the Baltic
Sea, Sea of Japan and Sea of Okhotsk adjacent to Russia and initiated several
“first’s”: the navies of China and Russia held their first joint exercise in the
Baltic Sea; China deployed its naval combat forces to the Baltic Sea for the first
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time and sent its latest model of warship ---- 052D guided-missile destroyer to
join the joint exercise for the first time; Russia invited China for the first time
to the joint exercise held in the Baltic Sea and Sea of Okhotsk and the two
sides practiced wrecked submarine rescue for the first time, an exercise subject
Russian Navy practiced with a foreign navy for the first time, all of which
showed the high level of mutual trust between the two militaries.

lll. Cooperation in Other Areas Has Kept Following

The two sides formally started the AHL heavy-duty helicopter cooperation
project, and prepared to sign relevant contracts by the end of this year. CRAIC
was formally set up in Shanghai, indicating that the CR929 long-range and
wide-body airliner cooperation project made a substantial step forward. The
two sides completed the compatibility test of “Beidou” navigation system and
“GLONASS”, and signed the Outline for Space Cooperation between CNSA
and National Aerospace Corporation of the Russian Federation from 2018
to 2022, which would promote the development in the following five areas:
the Moon and deep space, special materials, satellite systems, Earth remote
sensing, and spacecraft debris search, as well as in-depth cooperation in lunar
exploration and landing, joint launching of satellites, and joint development of
rocket components.

China is the largest source of foreign investment for Russia. For the first 9
months last year, China’s investment to Russia grew by 34 percent on a year-
on-year basis, with the total investment expected to reach $8.2 billion. In
2017, bilateral trade between China and Russia reached $84.071 billion, with
a 20.8 percent growth on a year-on-year basis. Cooperation in cross-border
e-commerce between the two countries has become a bright spot in the bilateral
trade and economic cooperation, with Aliexpress becoming the most popular
e-commerce platform in Russia as more than 22.2 million consumers are using
it. The increase of postal flights between China and Russia has sped up the flow
of logistics between the two countries. In addition to the operation of scheduled
postal flights (two or three times a week) from Zhengzhou and Harbin to
Novosibirsk, scheduled postal flights from Harbin to Yekaterinburg will be put
in formal operation after trial operations.
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China National Development Bank signed an agreement with Russian
Direct Investment Fund to establish a joint investment fund (68 billion RMB in
total) for RMB settlement, and also signed a cooperation framework agreement
with Russian Foreign Economic Bank for a 15-year investment worth $850
million. Russian Agricultural Bank issued a UnionPay-MIR debit card, which
could be used not only in Russia, but also on UnionPay networks in other
countries and regions. The Export-Import Bank of China signed a framework
loan agreement with Russian Foreign Economic Bank to provide the latter with
$3 billion in RMB loans.

Under the circumstances that sanctions imposed by the West on Russia
have cut off the capital chain of large Russian energy enterprises, they have
stepped up their efforts to seek financing from China and succeeded in finding
“alternative supports”. In the first 8 months of last year, Russian crude oil
supply to China increased by 38.5 percent. Beijing Gas Refco Group Ltd
completed a deal with Rosneft Oil, involving a 20 percent equity transaction
(worth $1.1 billion) of the latter’s Jonasque Oil and Gas Co., Ltd. China CEFC
Energy Company Ltd. signed a strategic cooperation agreement with Rosneft
Oil, and came to an agreement with Glencore Consortium and Qatar Investment
Authority Consortium to buy over the 14.16 percent of shares worth $9.1
billion they held of Rosneft Oil. The first LNG production line under the China-
Russia Yamal Project has been formally put into production, from which China
will get 4 million tons of LNG every year.

The China-Russia Moscow-Kazan high-speed rail project has been included
into the long-term economic development planning of the two countries, which
is expected to be ready for operation by 2023. The railway from Dongguan, a
city in China’s Guangdong province, to Vorsino of Russia, has already been put
into formal operation. With regard to the slow progress on the Russian side of
the cross-border bridge cooperation project, departments concerned in Russia
has repeatedly expressed that they will complete the construction of the railway
bridges from Tongjiang to Lower Lenin Skokuya and the highway bridges from
Heihe to Blagoveshchensk on the Russian side by the end of 2018.

The 23 projects China has got involved in the Russian Far East Leapfrog
Development Zone and 5 free ports have all developed steadily. China has
become not only the largest source of import and the second largest destination
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of export for Russia’s Far East Federal District, but also the major source of
foreign capital for Russia’s Far East region, with investment covering forestry,
agriculture, building materials, light industry, mining, trade and business.

The two sides made positive efforts to carry out various rich and colorful
activities relating to the start of the 2017-2019 cooperation plan worked out by
the ministries of culture of the two countries and the conclusion of the China-
Russia “media exchange year”. Students of the two countries learning the
language of the other country have increased instead of decreased. In the first
9 months of last year, Chinese tourists visiting Russia without visa reached
eight hundred thousand, registering a 24 percent growth. Meanwhile, China has
become the 6th largest tourist destination of Russia. Prime ministers of both
countries came to an agreement that the two sides would collaborate actively
to optimize the procedures for handling related documents and simplify travel
procedures in an increasing way so as to create conditions for each other’s
tourists to stay more comfortably in the host country.

Although problems still exist in the China-Russia relationship such as
people at middle and lower levels are short of adequate cognition, confidence
in mutual expansion of investment among enterprises is low, and the scale
and level of bilateral trade need to be improved, they cannot impede the
strong momentum of sustainable development of the bilateral relationship,
with the heads of state of both countries full of confidence in the future
development of the bilateral relationship. China’s clear goal and firm resolution
to develop and deepen relations with Russia will not change, while Russia
has reached a “national consensus” to develop relations with China. After the
Russian presidential election in 2018, Russia’s relations with China will keep
unchanged, and the two countries will remain a strategic partner to other for a
long time to come.

(The author is Senior Research Fellow from China Institute of International

Studies, and former political counselor to foreign countries. This article was
received on Feb.1, 2018.)
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